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How a Soul moy Return to od.
A TRUE NARRATIVE,

‘—dow shell T find the way back to God ?'
.1'.-;.1:«' the inquiry of a backsliddon professor ;
“1t gecms 20 havd, I have no confidence in
}11}'50“._:1:1{1 very little in anythiog else ; there
18 nothing but doubts and darkness—worse, 2
thousandfold, than before I knew anything of
religion,”  Iow shall you go Lack ? Just
the  way yeu went to Him at first, only in
decper humiliation, inasmuch as your sin is
aggravated und fearful, Let me tell you of o
backslider in heart, who was *filled with her
own ways'—a true history; and how she
found peace at last.
~ Mrs, Ryan hadbeen a professor of religion
for many years—that is, she Lad, when
searcely out of childhood, been seriously im-
pressed with thoughts of  Giod and duty, had
believed she was u sinner, and was willing to
accept God's terms of forgiveness,  And then
to do what she supposed was an cspecial du-
ty, she stood up, wilh others, in the public
congregation, and avowed her determination
to renounce the world and live truly and hum-
bly a Christian life. Ior a time, the young
girl walked reverently and carefully belore
God trying to obey the exactions of consei-
ence,and supposing that as she was command-
ed to love God with all her heart,so there was
in her some latent power to fulfil all the law.
But she had not learned to depend upon God
for streugih instead of ber own resolutions and
efforts ; she became discouraged by repeated
failures; and when the temptations and al-
lurements of ambition gathered around her,
she grew remiss by degrees, and at last ccas-
ed altogether from prayer and watchfuiness,
and lived only in the pursaits and pleasuves
And thus
years passed away until youth was gone and
the Chastener’s hand was laid heavily on her
hopes and on her heart, But in that time
she had learned to doubt the genuincness of
the Christian belief; she doubted the power,
and sometimes the truth of religion; she put
the thought of Christ far away, and said in
her heart, ¢ [ have no wish or necd of thee.’
And so when trial and suffering changed thie
features of her outward life, and wrought also
their great transformation in her inner being,
there was no comforter, no retreat in any sor-
row, no place of rest for her sick and weary
heart,

After a time, she began to be in waut ; the
illusions that had cheated her so long were all
gone, and her soul scomed to stand desolate
and barren, and to ery out, * Who will show
me any good ?” At first she refused to be-
lieve that Giod was the want of her soul, tho’
there was something like an innar voice con-
tioually responding to the command, * Give
me thine heart.” She reasoned and caviled,
and tried to persuade the voice to be still ;
but in spite of all there grew upon her the
convietion that she was wrong—-all wrong—
and the sense of want grew more urgent and
pressing, until she became gad and restless
with the fecling that God only was what she
must have.

At length, she made a promise to remem-
ber her obligations to God, and atiempted to
commence the work of self-conversion, It
was o hard work ; all the doubts shie had cver
known came back, and what sppeared to be
the reason contested every stop she took. Of
conrse, the first duty was to pray; but where
to find God seemed a most difficult and hope-
loss thing. She had long thought of him as
the most grand, sublime Idea in the universe,
at an ipfinite distance from her own being.—
Her personal relations to Him she had consid-
ered 'very indefinite, and now the}-e was no
tangible thing—no God to whom in her ne-
cessity she could speak. The idea of faith
seemed to be wholly lost;  she could t_md no
explanation ol the term that was anything to
her case. For a time she could only pray by
reasoning in this way: I believe there is a
GGod, and he has told me to pray. 1 do not
know how to find him, but I know he sees my
heart,and to be true to his own word he must
hear me when I speak.’ One day, whllein
this state ot mind, she retired to her closet,
but no furm of prayer would answer the "f“d
of her heart. She took the Bible,and as God
would have it she opened to lhusc. words of
Christ : * Lf any man will do my will;he shall
know of the doctrine.” ¢ This,” thought she,
¢ is just what [ want. I will ask ‘liod to show
me what is true of himselland of my relation
to him : here is his word, and as he is true he
will do it.’ ) .

And (rod did keep the promise, and in His
providence placed in her hands such books
as showed hor the way, the truth, and the
lifo. The first that came in her way was
a volume of sermons called *The Way of
Qalvation.” The title at.lrac-ted her at onece,
as being of all others the subject she wanted

d the

to undeystand, She read aagorly, an
rocious truths were accepted in her heart, —
All the old doubt and unbelief vapished, as
she passed from chapter to chapter, and she
felt that she was justified by Jaith in our

(Oh how uew, how won-

[derful, how delightlul were the doclvines|

| Christ had promised those should kuow who
were willing to do His will ! She longed to
tell others what she had  fonud—what an in-
finite beauty had been revealed to her in
Christ !  And do you ask how the light
hroke in upon her darkness? It was by lay-
ing down all her veasonings—throwing aside
all her prejudices—divesting herself, as it
appeared to her, of cvery fermer idea, and

fuvor of its mother, to show her what is
trae, 'That simple asking was the very faith
thas had so puzzled her ; but when she sub-
mitted herself to be taught and led, she
found her pathwny opened into light,

But she did rot rest satistied at this point s
she asked for were light, for a continual guid-
gnce in the peth of light ; and especially did
in all ber daily life.  And with the prayor
like Christ—unselfish, loving, self-denying,
even as he wes, ¢ What shall I do to prove
my love for Christ? ' was next the daily
question, It was casily avswered toward
her fumily and friends, and concerning the
keeping of her own heart ; but in sceking
thus to learn of' Christ she found there was
much in her heart to be corrected before she
could bear his spiritual likeness. There were
points of character, of taste, and of preju-
dice to be met and overcome ; points of self-
weakness und self-strength against which she
had before stumbled and fallen from her best
resolutions to be right,  They had made the
heaviest cvosses for her girlhood, and she felt
now that ghe could not go back to duty and
to God except by the straight path where the
crosses lay. One of these consisted in speak-
ing to others ol personal 1eligion, and she
resolved not to falter where opportunity of-
fered @ plain daty to her heart, The true
convert can never fold his bands and hold
the treasure of Lis new joy, and Mrs, Ryen
looked around hes for some onc to whom she
could talk of the wondrous Christ, But all
seomed wiser in that kuowledge than she—
all but one, * If you want to do good, is
there not a heathen at your fireside ?* was
whispered to her heart, Among her thou-
sand old dislikes, the idea of trying to con-
vort people was an cspecial aversion. M. was
unlovely and repulsive ; how could she come
so near as to teach and win her to better
things? The thought was unworthy of a
Jhristian, but her proud nature was humbled
to do o simple and common a duty only after
much prayer and earnest cfforts to overcome.
Rut she did conquer, aud learned to love the
duty for the sako of One who had Leen infi-
nitely patient with her own waywardness.—
One day M. asked with tears, it her mistress
would pray with her ; there was unother of
her great aversions ; but she did not stop te
consider the point—to think whether or not
she was proselyting anybody, but she koelt

she had caught the first ray of light herself
and implored divire merey for that other soul.
It was a whole-hearted, unrveserved prayer,
and when she avose from her keoecs, the lazt
aversion wus swept away, Mrs, Ryan wasq
converted woman. She had at Jength found
the way back to God in sabwitting to be
taught by His spirit, nad in doing what love
prompted for flis sake. The way need not
have been so hard and long, ouly that lier
roud, unhclieving spirit resisted at every
point, With submssion came faithy, and peace,
and (uict joy. And for you, backsliding
friend, there is but one reply. Goin simplic-
ity and carnestness, asking onee more the
help of God's grieved and slighted Spirit, and
take up the simple, faithful life of a diseiple,
and you will find how God will meet you and
briug you back to Himself.
. -
Revtarous Live 1y Came.—Reov. G. Ha-
ven, chaplain of the Sth Regiment of Muss-
achusetts Volunteers, refers pleasantly to the

religions condition of the camp, as follows:

« T am happy to say that the practice to
which I have referred in one or two of my
letters has very sensibly diminished, In some
of tho tentsare found the words, * No swear-
ing allowed here ; ' in others a scrap cut out

‘| of the GGood News, entitled, ¢ Don’t swear,’

is pinned up. L am in hopes that we shall
be entirely delivered {from that curse. Our
mecetings arc well attended m.ldl much liked.
Last night Bro. J. M. McCarter of the
Philadelphia Conference was with us at a
little prayer-meeling, and guve the sol-
diers mueh enconraging and instructive ad-
vice. He is to be chaplain of the 14th
Pennsylvania Regiment, under Col Johuson.
Bro. Dadmun's meclodeons make melody
throughout the camp, and the boys coming
and looking in the door of our tent, as they
aro being sung by our many good singers,
gives a very familiar look to the scene,”
L4 - -
There are now no Cadets at West Point from
the Confoderate States, the last two having re-
signed last week.

asking God, as simply as a littlc child asks a |

Monutain Freewan.
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simply in the same spot where months beforo| &

The Evening in Camp. |

Rev. (3, Haven, Chapain of the Massu-
chusetis Rogiment stationed at the Relay
House, says : !
6T have refirved to the sounds of the|
Camp. These ave most interesting in the
evening. The toilsemoe drill of tie day i8]
done : the wareior’s arms ave .Juid aside, und
the lightsome gayety of youth and hope
has full play., This charming June night,
with the woon throwing her silver mautle
over the white roofs of our village, brings |
out in full force the various expressions of
this hilarity. Here is a knot singing patri-
otie zongs more lustily than any coneert choir
can; for theaelsing with the spirit and with
the understanding also.  They weigh well,
when they sing them, the full meaning of
the warlike vesolves, nnd they mean lar more

she pray that she might be made like Christ|than their lips can speak as they sing,

Ve star-gpangled bannze in teiumplh shall waye

enmo the thonght of what she must do to b0| Ocr the Jand of the froe and the home of the biave,”

Anon they glide into the sweet and tender
strains that they learned from the lips] of
sisters and swoethearts in the lar-off homes.
Then they trip casily away into the lively
airs of our social mectings, and make the
camp ring with ¢ O that will be joyful,” or
flow swectly and sacredly with the more
touching melodies that spring from the ex-
huustless fountein of Methodist song.

Mingling with these you hear the loud
discussion or the louder laugh coming from
other tents.  Sometimes a general outsido
smusement draws all lesser noises and cir-
cles to itself.  "T'he clephant moves through
the camp as ho does through the spacions par-
lors of summer hotels, carefully covered with
a soldier’s blanket ; or the excoution of Jeff
Davis diversifics the cvening excrcises.  On
a broad platforin, borne by six men, is a cul-
prit kneeling with a vope round his neck, and
the cxeentioner standing beside him  holding
the rope, and having io bis hand an ax.—
[ere ure cozy vonversations by loungers
buried in the straw, and there busy pens
pourinz out for distant eyes the intense loves
and longings of the soldier’s heart.

HSo move the howrs till about ten o'clock,
when the *tattoo’ sounds and the varied fife
gradually die away. So that when the * tapy’
arc touched, half an hour later, the great
host is dreaining the soldier’s dream.
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Tdueate our Young Men.

Tte New England Education Society of
our Church held its annual meeting last wee
at the Broomfie!d St. Church, in Boston.—
The meeting is veported in the Boston Jour-
nal s lollows:

« The seciety was organized in 1850, since
when it has educated thirty-nine young men
for the ministry. Of these seventeen have
joined Methodist Conlerences, and two have
vone abroud as missionarvies,

aid of the soviety than can be supplied, un-
less the contributions be inereased,

tov, Mr, Twombly was introduced, and
after a few humorous reflections on the sparse-
ness of his auditory, appealed to those pres-
ent in bebalf of the young men who are
strugeling for an education.

He drew a vivid pietare of the hardships
which beset the poor student, of clerical as-
pitations.  When such a young mun has sar-
mounted (he trinls and difficulties which
stoed in his way, he is ready—to die of a
broken counstitution,

These young mmen should be helped. The
speaker would not beg for them as mendi-
cunts, but weould demand aid for them as
worthy the assistance demanded.

Some say, lot the young men go direct to
the pulpit withoutstudying. But the people
won't have it. It would do under the old
cirenit system. Bui where is the old circuit
aystem ? It is gone. The people won't
have it

The fuct is, the poople demand an educated
ministry. Well, then, we full back upon the
people, and demand from them the means to
provide an educated ministry. This denom-
ination is destined to Lecome the literary and
intellectual denomination of this nation.
But the pzople must give us money.

Dr. Cook and others made remarks in be-
half of the Edueation Society, and the meet-
ing was closed with the benediction.

o

Make Houme Preasayt,—There was a
clergyman who often became quite vexed at
finding his grandchildren in his study. Ouno
day one of these children was standing by
his mother’s side, and she was spenking of
heaven. *Ma,' said he, * I don't want tv go
to heaven.” * Don’t want to go to heaven my
son ¥ * Why, grandpa will be there, won't
he ' «Why, yes, I hope he will." ¢« Well,
just as soon as he sees us, he will come scold-
ing along, and say, whew | whew! whew !
what are these boys here for ? I den't want
to go to heaven if grandpa is agoing to be
there !

| for China,

Thers are now more applications for the!

L

Deeantune ox Missionagine,—Saturduy
morning, June 1, Rev, R. 8. Maclay and fum-
ily, and Rev, N. Sites and wile left the port
of New York in the Kathay, Capt, Steddard.
It was pleasant to witness the in-
terest taken in the departure of these ser-
vants of the Church by o large company of
our ministers and loymen with their fumilies.
who had assembled on the wharf to bid them
farowell. Preecizely ot the time, (9 o'elock.)
the steamers came alongside and took the
fine ship ont of'her berth——quite a compuny
of friends going down the Bay with her to
enjoy, as long ns might be, the soeiety of the

eparting missionarics, Ourg were not the
only ones on board, The Rey. I8, Doty and
Rev. L. W. Kipp, jr., of the Reformed
Duteh  Bozrd, destined fer Awoy: Rev.
James H. Ballagh and wife, lor Japan; and
Rev. Samuel Dodd, fer Ningpo, were also
passengers in this ship, Among those wko
made up the company that vent down the
Bay we wnoticed Rev. Drs. Porter, Foster.
Nadal, Miley, Crawford, and Lindsay, Hon.
M. F. Odell, and several ladies—Mrs, Dr.
Carlton, the daughters of Dr. Miley, Mrs.
Harriet, and others. After getting into the
Bay there wus a gathering of the people under
the direction of Dr. Foster, who called upon
Br. Odell to lead ug in singing,which was fo!l-
lowed by prayer from one of the world-wide
koown brothers Scudder, now in this country
for the improvement of his health.  Uniting
again in singing * The Common Merey-scat,’
and finding it too on that quarter-deck, Bro.
Doty was ealled out, and made an expression
of his views of the calling and work of a mis-
sionary, and gave some touching accounts of
convcrts whom he knew as brought to Christ
in Amoy. All who heard Br. Doty felt a
persuasion that his Church bad in him o
nrecious missionary,
his address, as we got notico from the captain
and pilot that we might bhave another meet-
ing, we adjourned by invitation of the captain
to the well-spread table of his enbin. Again
after dinner, Dr. Foster ealled us to order on
the guarter-deck, and we were addressed sue-
cessively by Brs, Maclay, Scudder, Ballagh.
Eites, Dodd, and Kipp, the addresses being
interspersed with singing, alter which Br.
Crawford was called on (o addvess our farc-
well to the missionaries; and then * Blest be
the tie which binds * was supg with as much
tenderness, we dare believe, as was ever be-
fore known ; the benediction followed by Dr.
Porter, and leave-taking commenced—for wu
had to part. OFf course it was as all other
similar oceasions have been—a parting with
the expectation of mecting again where we
shall part no more! We ought not to con-
clude an account of this affair without a refer-
ence to the beauty of the ship, and admirable
order of her officers and men, together with
the most gencrous and geatlemauly bearing
of the captain and pilot, and the lively io-
tercst they themselves scemed to take in our
farowell exercises,

.
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Tuey ane Gozg.—Friday morning, May
31, at 6 o’clock, a little company of Christian
mninisters and laymen were gathered together
in the cabin of the noble ship Kloisa Capt
Slater, then lying at the whairf in Boston
ready to put to sea diceet for Caleutta, India
That little company was never to meet again
on earth, for three of them were about to de-
part to tie missions in India.  Rev. J. T,
Gracey, of the Philadelphia Conference,

wife and infunt were to join the missions of
!}

the Methedist Episcopal Church in the North
West Provinee, and Mizs Sadie Wigfall was
to join the mission of the Presbyterian
Church at Lodiana, in the Punjab. We
lifted up our voices together in prayer, and
commended these missionaries to God, who
ruleth the winds and the waves, and then
bade them farewell. Others ave under ap-
pointment to follow in the antumn. Thus
does the Church hold on her way amid ¢ wars
and rumors of wars,” accomplishing her great
work of converting the world,
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Prescn Borony.—I have said, * Proach
plainly, and preach earpestly.’ I now say.
Preach with moral courage. Fear no man,
high or low, rich or poor, taught or untaoght,
[onor all men, but fear none. Speak what
you account great truths frankly, strongly,
boldly. Do not spoil them of life to avoid
offtnce. Do wot seck to propitiate passion
by compromise and concession. Beware of
sophistry, which rcconciles the conscience to
the oppression, or vague, lifeless utterance of
unpopulur truths. Do not wisk at wrong
deeds or unholy prejudices, because sheltered
by custom or respected namcs. Let your
words breathe heroie valor. You are bound,
indeed, to listen calmly and respectfully to
whatever objections may be urged against
your views of truth and duty. You must
also take heed lest you baptize your rash,
crude notions, your hereditary or sectarian
opinions with the name of Christian doctrine,
But having deliberately conscientiously sought
the truth, abide by your comvictions at all
hazards.—Dr. E. W. Channing.

At the conclusion of




